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Gesture and Contour Still-Life Drawing Handout 
 

 
 

Historically, still life drawings and paintings were deeply filled with religious and mythological 
meaning. Typically comprising an arrangement of objects, like flowers or kitchen utensils, they 
would be laid out on a table. Still life’s was much practiced in the ancient world, but thereafter 
declined and did not re-emerge in the history of art as an independent genre until the 16th 
century. By creating their own personalized still life’s, students will need to bring in five to six 
objects from home and setup a still life in drawing studios. Students will be using compressed 
black and white charcoal on a sheet of drawing paper, modeling the spatial relationships 
between each object. Students will create a value drawing that emphasizes the relationship 
their objects in space by creating contrast in the foreground towards the background, 
understand where the light source is located, making the objects darker as they move back in 
space and finally creating edges in the foreground crisper and the edges in the background less 
distinct. 
 
Due Date and Final Critique: 

• Wednesday January 18, 2023 at 2:40pm  
 
Art Materials:  

• Strathmore Drawing Paper pads, 18in x 24in 
• Strathmore Newsprint Drawing pads, 18in x 24in 
• Coates Willow Charcoal   
• General's Compressed Charcoal   
• Kneaded and white eraser.   
• Heavy Duty 3" Clips   



• Ruler (optional)    
 
Art Historical References:  

• Egon Schiele  
• Giovanni Alberti 
• Marco Dente 
• Henri Matisse 
• Xiaoze Xie 
• Paul Cezanne 
• Salvador Dali 
• Caravaggio 
• Gail Roberts 
• Tjalf Sparnaay 

 
Learning Objectives: 

• Identify the differences between Gesture and Contour drawings. 
• Create a drawing of objects through direct observation. 
• An emphasis on structure within the relationship and arrangement of objects by using 

various charcoal techniques will be explored. 
• Students will understand the variety through contrast and value when using charcoal to 

successfully depict the illusion of three-dimensional form and space. 
 
Artist Terms:  

• Gesture drawing is a method of capturing the form and gesture of a figure quickly and 
expressively. The artist will focus on the pose and movement of the subject to draw the 
shape of the figure, rather than focus on drawing the subject accurately or rendering 
any details.  

• A Contour drawing is a drawing technique, whereby the artist outlines the shape and 
mass of an object or subject. The main details and features are outlined, but small 
details and value transitions are omitted. In a contour drawing, the artist aims to 
represent the ‘contours’ and edges of the form accurately, without portraying volume 
or depth by shading the light and shadows.  

• Value: Element of art associated with the darkness or lightness of a color.   
• Grayscale is also known as Achromatic Grayscale, which is the collection or the range of 

monochromic (gray) shades, ranging from pure white on the lightest end to pure black 
on the opposite end.   

• Light Source: Area in which light is originating from. 
• Contrast: Can be created through any difference including value, color, texture, size.   
• Shadows: Areas on an object where light does not hit.  

 
 
 
 



Grading Rubric 
 
Grading Category:  

Excellent 
5 

Good 
4 

Average 
3 

Below Average 
2-0 

Points  

Elements of Visual Analysis:  
How well did the individual 
apply the elements of Visual 
Analysis towards their 
drawing? Utilizing the 
information provided from 
the instructor’s lecture and 
demonstration. Scale, 
Composition, Pictorial Space, 
Form, Line, Color, Light, 
Tone, Texture, Pattern etc.  

Excellent: 
Demonstrated a 
successful 
application of 
materiality and 
providing enough 
visual information 
into their drawings. 
Using elements 
within the Visual 
Analysis to complete 
their composition.  

Good: 
Demonstrated a 
successful 
application of 
materiality but 
may lack visual 
elements to the 
composition. 
May not be too 
complex enough 
but can still be 
visually exciting. 

Average:  
Visual Elements 
may not all show 
the same level of 
clarity and 
understanding to 
the drawing. May 
lack more of the 
complexity of the 
composition.  

Below Average: 
Demonstrating a 
lack of Visual 
Elements, difficult 
to understand the 
composition, may 
appear unfinished 
or rushed.  

 

Craftsmanship and Neatness 
from Materials.  
Aspects of artwork were 
considered and patiently 
completed. Results of careful 
meticulous planning and an 
understanding to materials 
used for the assignment.  

Excellent:  
Charcoal has been 
applied carefully 
throughout the 
drawing, within a 
deliberate and 
controlled manner. 

Good:  
Charcoal has been 
applied with 
general control 
and neatness. 
Could use some 
areas for 
improvement. 

Average: 
Charcoal was 
somewhat 
controlled in 
application. But 
still not a 
professional 
quality level. 

Below Average: 
Not enough 
attention was used 
when applying 
Charcoal onto 
paper, drawing 
looks disorganized 
and messy. 

 

Time Management:  
Using time wisely and how 
the effort went into the 
planning and design of 
artwork.  
Critique Participation: 
Process of critical analysis, 
developing skills in verbally 
communicating criticism of 
each students work. 

Excellent: 
Demonstrated self- 
motivation when 
planning their 
assignment.  
Presented their work 
in a professional 
manner, gave lots of 
detailed information 
from beginning and 
end. 

Good: 
Understood the 
control of time 
management and 
planned 
accordingly within 
the timeframe.  
Presented the 
work with only a 
few information. 

Average: 
Time 
management was 
not fully utilized 
in a productive 
manner. 
Presented 
drawing with 
little or no 
information 
regarding process 
and resolution.  

Below Average: 
Lack of Time 
management 
towards 
completing 
assignment, as well 
as, presented little 
or no information 
during critique.   

 

Understood Instructions and 
Completion of Assignment: 
How successful was the work 
executed from the original 
concept to completion. Did 
the student use the feedback 
from their instructor during 
the process of creating the 
drawings?  

Excellent:  
Understood and 
applied the feedback 
received from 
instructor. 
Developed beyond 
what their 
expectations and 
used the materials in 
the appropriate 
manner. 

Good:  
Received 
instructions and 
applied selected 
feedback 
information from 
instructor. Utilized 
only a few 
materials, but not 
all, when creating 
their drawings.  

Average: 
Understood the 
feedback but 
needed more 
direction. Did not 
use all the 
materials 
towards the 
assignment but 
was able to 
complete their 
drawings.  

Below Average: 
Did not utilized the 
feedback 
consideration from 
the instructor. 
There was a clear 
lack of effort in 
fulfilling the 
assignment 
requirements. 

 

                                                                                                                                                                   Total Points:  
 
 
Comments: 
 

 


